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concession of internal legislation as a preliminary, accom-
panied with a modification of Poynings' Law and of a
temporary Mutiny Bill, we may be able to treat of other
matters, so amicably, as to produce an arrangement that
will preserve the connection between the two countries." 1
But the crisis had left the Irish people in no humour to
treat except on the basis of the full recognition of independ-
ence.    It is evident from Fox's correspondence that he had
made  up his  mind  that  the  wishes  of Ireland  must be
granted, but he hoped that the Irish Parliament itself might
propose   a   negotiation   on   other  matters, if  its  internal
authority were acknowledged.    This hope was falsified by
events, and the Government resolved to concede the four
demands of the Irish Parliament; to repeal the Declaratory
Act of George I., to abandon the appellate jurisdiction of
the English House of Lords, to consent to such a modifica-
tion of Poynings' laws as would annihilate the exceptional
powers of the Privy Council, and to limit the Mutiny Act
Fox's speech in announcing the policy of the Government
was illustrative of the whole spirit of his Irish policy.    He
began by emphasising his distinction between internal and
external legislation:  " It was downright tyranny to make
laws for the internal government of a people, who were not
represented among those by whom such laws were made."
External legislation was the province of the British legis-
lature, and if that right had not been abused, it would never
have been challenged.    "The best and most effectual way
to have kept it alive would have been, not to have made use
of it."    This authority had been employed against Ireland
as  an  instrument of oppression, by establishing impolitic
monopoly in trade, and the result was the distresses and
injuries that had armed the volunteers.    He was not yield-
ing to force in  repealing the obnoxious Act, but to the
wishes of Ireland which had suffered under the oppressive
use of that authority.
" For his part, he had rather see Ireland totally separated
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